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Among some of the Feasts and Festivals of the church year is Holy
Cross Day on September 14. Counted among some of the earliest
celebrations within the church, Holy Cross Day originated in the 4™ century
AD because the “actual cross” of Jesus was thought to have been
discovered. Sadly, much was made of that discovery, authenticity, and of a
miraculous supposed healing from the cross. The authenticity is not proven, nor the supposed miracle; the only
detail certain is the discovery of a cross. The cross itself, whether the supposed original or any other physical
cross is not a matter of faith. What Jesus accomplishes on the cross by His death is the important matter of faith;
the way God declares us righteous. “The blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin” 1 John 1:7b. Paul
writes in 2 Corinthians 5:21, that Jesus takes our place, becoming sin for us by the will of God; “For our sake
He (God) made Him (Christ) to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him (Christ) we might become the
righteousness of God.” Scripture also attests to our redemption through Christ's shed blood in Ephesians 1:7.
“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches
of His grace.” Therefore, most important to our faith is the work of salvation Jesus secures on His cross on
Calvary for us; not whether the original cross still exists.

By having a day set aside within the church year to commemorate the Holy Cross on which Christ died is a
reminder of what Jesus does for us out of His grace. The cross on which Jesus died for the sins of the entire
world teaches of His great sacrifice, shedding His blood and giving His life for the punishment of our sins. We
celebrate the victory Jesus wins on the real and only cross on which He died.

The reality of Christ is that He makes “peace by the blood of the cross” Colossians 1:20b. In the sacrificial
death of Jesus, death itself is defeated no longer posing a threat to all who believe. Through the suffering of
Christ on His cross, the cross itself becomes the emblem of sacrifice by the Father's Son who is sent to save the
lost. On the cross, God's love is poured out through the shed blood of Jesus, who stands in our place taking the
punishment of our sin. In the death of Jesus, the control death had over us is defeated giving forgiveness and
eternal life.

Jesus reminded Nicodemus (St. John 3:1-21) how Israel sinned and God sent serpents among them. They
asked Moses to pray that God would take the serpents away. God had Moses set up a “fiery” (bronze) serpent
on a pole and “everyone bitten, when he sees it, shall live” Numbers 21:9. As the people were saved from
death, so also all who believe and trust in Jesus are saved through Him. “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life” St.
John 3:14. Through the death of Jesus on His cross, the curse of sin is lifted from us as Jesus becomes the curse
for us by receiving God's righteous wrath for our sin. The New Testament refers to the Old Testament by saying,
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us-for it is written, Cursed is
everyone who is hanged on a tree” Galatians 3:13. The love and grace of God is unmistakably clear in the
death of Jesus on His cross that by His death we would have forgiveness and life everlasting.

When we see the cross whether in church or at home or on a gravestone, it is a clear reminder of the sacrificial
death of Jesus who steps into our place receiving God's just punishment for our sin and gives us life. Through
His work of salvation on the cross, Jesus demonstrates His unconditional love and still draws people unto
Himself through the Redemption that is in His blood (1 John 1:7b). The life-giving body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ given on His cross is what He gives to us in The Lord's Supper delivering to us the blessings of His
cross; forgiveness, life and salvation.

We are reminded by the hymn writer of how we take blessings for granted, sadly, even those from the cross.
Yet, by God's grace, we are pointed to the cross of Christ assuring us of an everlasting future by the sacrifice of
our dear Savior, Jesus Christ.




Do we pass that cross unheeding, Breathing no repentant vow,
Though we see You wounded, bleeding, See Your thorn encircled brow?
Yet Your sinless death has brought us  Life eternal, peace and rest;
Only what Your grace has taught us Calms the sinner's deep distress.

With more fervent love for You;
To behold Your cross anew
From the blessed Savior's side
Dwell the cross, the Crucified.

Jesus, may our hearts be burning
May our eyes be ever turning
Till in glory, parted never
Graven in our hearts forever,

LSB 423 “Jesus, Refuge Of The Weary” stanzas 2 and 3
In Christ, Pastor Ahrendt

Please check out our website:
www.immanuelwahp.com

External Giving for the Month of September
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SEPTEMBER LUTHERAN PRAYER HOUR
SCHEDULE

Sundays at 8:00am on KBMW-AM 1450
6th: Pastor Greive — Grace, Breckenridge »\L LUTHERAN

13th: Pastor — Peace, Barney
20t: Pastor Clark — Immanuel, Hankinson ¢ HOURMINISTRIES

27th: Pastor Ahrendt — Immanuel, Wahpeton

NEEDS OF THE CHURCH

Looking for some new blood on some of our Church Boards and committees.
Please prayerfully consider volunteering.
Sign-up sheet for all positions is in the fellowship hall.


http://www.immanuelwahp.com/

Message

from the

PRESIDENT

If anyone needs to contact me, I can be reached at 701-899-1738 or by email
at choerer@icloud.com T T T T -~
Submitted by Charles Hoerer | '

Printed Council Meeting minutes are

~ Council President . available in the marked mailbox cubicle in
| the office hallway. As well as extra calendars |
August 9, 2026, Council Meeting Minutes \ and financial reports.
.......................... 7

Council secretary Wayne Braaten called the

meeting to order.

Pastor Ahrendt gave devotions based on Psalm 133.

Dale Bartnick moved to approve the June minutes. Jon Quast 2nd carried.

Pastors report: Things are going OK. Will have to figure out how things will work for the vacancies
in Trinity Great Bend and Peace Barney. Melia Opdahl is transferring to Immanuel Lutheran in
Fargo. Becky and Jody Haug are transferring to St John’s Belford.

Board of Elders: Jon Quast- Attendance averaged 74 in July and 69 so far in August. Confirmation
starts Sept 9. Pastor Werth will do. He will also do devotions weekly with preschool. Tentative
call meeting for Aug 26. The Ash trees at the parsonage were discussed. Thanksgiving and
Advent services were discussed.

Board of Church Properties: Kevin Loll- Loss of funds insurance, camera work on sewer line, and
the sound system were discussed. JoAnna Werth is returning to her duties in Sept.

Treasurer’s Report: Sue Spiedel- Kally Glander moved to approve. Abraham Bingham 2nd
carried.

Board of Christian Education: Garret Schwinghammer- VBS went well. Attendance was 33, 33,
29, and 31. Sept 13 is Rally Sunday. Looking for some help with Sunday School. LYF meets Aug
23. The Board of Education meets Aug 30.

Pre School: Kristi Maas- Preschool starts Sept 9. 20 are enrolled and 2 are on the waiting list.
Board of Mission and Evangelism: Kally Glander- Nothing new.
Board of Stewardship: Peggy Mueller- Nothing new.

New Business: Garret S moved to donate one of our wheelchairs to the library. Jon Q 2nd
carried.

Garret S moved to adjourn. Kally G 2nd carried.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. By Wayne Braaten
Submitted By Wayne Braaten


mailto:choerer@icloud.com

) ~___ 1. Immanuel Preschool will begin another year in September.

C We currently have filled the openings, but will take names for a
\ waiting list.

ew Sometimes families have a change of plans right before the year

starts, so we can always add someone to our classroom.

We ask that you pray for our children and their families as the year goes along.

We appreciate it.

In His Service, Kristi Maas

September Greeters

]|
%_C; Sept. 6 == Linda & Peyton
ur Homeooun emoers
Claudia Devries (St. Francis) Sept. 13t}1 == Barb Nelson &
Beverly Ferrell (Siena Court) Cindy Barton

Betty Glander (Leech Home)
Bonnie Hamann

Harmon Krause

Jeffrey Knapp

Marilyn Kussatz

Lorraine Miller

Bruce Rossow (St. Catherine’s)

Sept. 20th == Schwinghammer
Family

Sept. 26t == Tammy Jones &
Weston Brownlee

Muriel Sander (Pioneer Cottages)

Mavoreen Styf | 3;?‘3"’“/ ‘9 |
Charles Veflin &éﬁ/&ﬂ?&ﬁ

Kenneth Veflin
Ethel Wolfgram (Bismarck) : }
Howard Woodbury - S The

Ldaca Crosx >

Board of Ed is planning for the start of
Sunday School with Rally Day on Sept 13th. Garret Schwinghammer, Laura
Schanilec or Kim Quast.

Sunday School Help Needed! : NN
We are looking for 1—-2 volunteers to join our Sunday School R
team for the upcoming year. NN

Anyvone willing to:
L) Teach a Sunday School class.
JJ Lead or help with music and singing during opening time.

You don't have to be an expert—we provide curriculum, resources, and
support. All that's needed is a willing heart and a desire to help our
children grow in faith.

Reach out to Garrett, Laura, or Kim with any questions!
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WHO: Any student PreK-8" Grade
(ms be potty trained)

WHERE: Immanuel Lutheran Church

420 3 Ave N; Wahpeton, ND
WHEN: Sundays 10:15am-11:15am

WHAT: Music / Devotion/ Memory Work / Classroom Lesson

LW ML SE Zone Fall Rally

Holy Cross Lutheran Church

Lidgerwood, ND
- Lutheran Women Hosted by: Immanuel Lutheran Church
= N Mission

rural Lidgerwood, ND



2026 LWML ND District Fall Retreat Save The Date!
Saturday, September 19, 2026

Plan to join us for the LWML North Dakota District
Fall Retreat, a ONE DAY Event at Concordia Lutheran
Church in Jamestown, ND.

Optional l Friday evening, September 18

Fellowship and Devotion. 7:00 p.m. at Fairfield Inn
(Optional: bring your own beverages and a snack to share.)

Bible Study | Jeremiah 17:1-4, 5-8
Curses and Blessings: An examination of Jeremiah's
message to the people of Judah. We'll spend time looking
through the Old and New Testaments.

A Servant Event is planned for Orphan Grain Train (OGT). Bring

ingathering items of rubber pants for babies and toddlers.
MONETARY &/OR GIFT CARDS ARE APPRECIATED.
IF ORDERING ONLINE FOR INGATHERING: SEND TO CONCORDIA
LUTHERAN CHURCH, 5021STAVE. NORTH, JAMESTOWN, ND 58401
LWML ND District Christian Life Committee is planning
this faith-filled event especially for you -women of faith!

Registration 9:00 a.m.
Opening 10:00 a.m.

Closing 3:30 p.m.

The Messenger is now online at lwmlind.org

If you know of someone who is in need of extra care
or help in our congregation.
Please contactElders or a LWML member.
Submitted by Cindy Barton

Main Street Living "MSL North'" Programs for September 2026:

Sep 6th: Rev. Mike Grieve, Zion Lutheran Church, Gwinner, ND, and Redeemer Lutheran Church, Lisbon,
ND, presents the message: "The Greatest in the Kingdom" based on Matthew 18:1-20. This Is the Life
program: ""The Selling Price" - A father and son face the issue of ethics, and how it relates to God’s law.
Sep 13th: Rev. Caleb Worral, Zion and St. John Lutheran Churches, Ada, MN, presents the message " Family
Tensions' based on Genesis 50:15-21. This Is the Life program: "No Laughing Matter" - A woman must learn
to deal with her past in order to help someone else in her present.
Sep 20th: Rev. Jeff Kasmerski, Admission Counselor at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN,
presents a message from the seminary chapel. This program is interpreted and closed captioned for the deaf
and hard of hearing. For more information visit: www.mainstreetliving.com . This is the Life program: "My
Husband, My Sorrow"’ - A man and woman must deal with whether they should consummate an adulterous
affair.
Sep 27th: Rev. Steven Frank, St. John's and St. Paul's Lutheran Churches, Vergas, MN, presents the
message: ""By What Authority are You doing These Things?" based on Matthew 21:23-27. This is the Life
program: "The Cup"' - The dilemma a trucker must face when a good friend dies trying to protect him.
“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service
led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30-
minute Lutheran Hour program (normally “This Is the Life, ” along with occasional church-season specials).



http://lwml.org/
http://www.mainstreetliving.com/

Programs are broadcast starting at 9:00am Central time on the following FOX stations: Fargo-
Moorhead: KVRR Channel 15.1, Thief River Falls-Grand Forks: KBRR Channel 10.1, Jamestown: KJRR
Channel 7.1, Pembina: KNRR Channel 12.1

Programs are broadcast starting at 10:00 am Central Time 9:00 am Mountain time on the following WDAY
XTRA Channels: Fargo-Moorhead: WDAY Xtra Channel 6.3, Grand Forks: WDAZ Xtra Channel 8.3,
Bismarck/Dickinson: KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3, Minot/Williston: KMCY Xtra Channel 14.3

Please check your cable and satellite providers for the corresponding channel on your system. MSLN programs
are also archived for one year and can be viewed at any time on www.mainstreetliving.com then click on
“(Fargo)”.

Book of Concord Circuit Studies

These Lutheran Confessions studies are available for the
benefit of the bodies and souls for whom Christ bled and
died in our congregations of the SE Circuit. Knowing what
we believe, teach, and confess, as well as why, fortifies our
faith in Jesus Christ and strengthens our witness of Him to
others.

June — September 2026 Schedule
e Sunday, June 21 @Immanuel/Lidgerwood, 2 p.m.
e Sunday, July 19 @Redeemer/Lisbon, 2 p.m.
e Sunday, Aug. 16 @Holy Cross/Lidgerwood, 2 p.m.
e Sunday, Sept. 20 @Zion/Gwinner, 2 p.m.

Scrubber For Sale

Bids close October 1st

Submitted by Board of Properties


http://www.mainstreetliving.com/
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH - WAHPETON, ND

Mission Statement:
Uniting generations by Word and Sacrament ministry
so all people might believe
in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Uniting generations by Word and Sacrament ministry”
September 2026 LINKLETTER
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